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Illinois Early Learning Council – (ELC) Quality Committee 
 

Facilitated by Co-Chairs Dan Harris and Teri Talan 
December 17, 2019    11:30AM – 1:30PM 

Meeting Notes 
Alethia Travis Donna Emmons  Lisa Downey 
Anna Perry Faith Arnold  Madelyn James 
Christi Chadwick Gail Nelson  Marcy Mendenhall 
Cindy Berrey Jamilah R. Jor'dan  Maria Estlund 
Cindy Mahr Joleen Patton  Melissa Batchelor 
Cindy Rice Joni Scritchlow  Melissa Johnson 
Cindy Wall Josh Kauffman  Melissa Szymczak 

Cornelia Grumman Joyce Weiner  Tamara Sanders Carter 
Dan Harris Karen Zehnal  Pat Tyman 
Dana Garner Kate Connor  Rebecca Pruitt 
Debbie Rogers Jaye Kira Hamman  Rebecca Vonderlack Navarro 
Debrah Clark Lauren Lansdale  Teri Talan 

 Lauri Morrison Frichtl  Tom Layman 
Welcome & Introductions 

• July meeting notes accepted.  Any further edits/revisions to the meeting notes should 
be sent to jscritchlow@inccrra.org  

 
ExceleRate Subcommittee Report - Tom Layman, Governor’s Office of Early Childhood 
Development  
 

• The ExceleRate Subcommittee Report is examining standards.    
o The Subcommittee reviewed obstacles for programs achieving higher ratings in 

ExeceleRate and found that some of the standards did not cost much money and 

others, primarily staffing standards, cost a great deal of money.    

o The subcommittee proposed that the staffing standards that cost a lot of money 

be the responsibility of the funding systems more than the responsibility of the 

program.  

o The Subcommittee discussed putting those 2 standards in those 2 buckets in the 

professional practice bucket and adding continuous quality improvement 

standards.  Would like to move away from cut scores for some of our 

assessments and move towards evidence that programs have instituted 

processes that improve continuously every week and every month.    

• Proposed in the PDG-B5 federal grant is a pilot in which childcare programs would be 

funded through contracts rather than per diem certificates.  The contract could specify 

what staff members are being funded.  It will create a ladder for programs to move up in 

the Excelerate system.  In the pilot, rural counties will be selected as the grant proposal 

required that we focus on rural counties.   
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• The ExceleRate Subcommittee would finalize the pilot standards to review them for 

equity and services for priority populations, and to develop a parallel approach to family 

child care.   

• The ExceleRate Subcommittee recommended a more unified system of supports and an 

expansion for agencies to work with program leaders to implement continuous quality 

improvements.   This information will be tracked in the next year.  

Final ECE Compensation Consensus Statement - Bethany Patten, Governor’s Office of Early 

Childhood Development  

• Thanks to various committees and members of committees, including the ELC Quality 

Committee, that have helped provided input to the consensus statement.   

• Input from the various committees have been included into the statement.  It is 

reflective of the various experiences from around the state for the past year.  

•  The print ready format will be shared with the ELC Quality Chairs for distribution to the 

committee members.   

• A one page summary can be shared and distributed.  A link to the document will be 

placed on the GOECD website. 

• Included in the document are the guiding principles, data on the state of compensation 

in Illinois for early childhood educators, and a series of recommendations on how to 

raise compensation for educators including: 

o  Developing a wage or salary schedule for the education field across childcare 

and preschool.  

o Include ECE contracts and including the ExceleRate Circles of Quality final 

conclusions recommending increasing reimbursement rates, and they currently 

stand childcare eligibly and cost modeling.   

• The work is wrapping up, but the work is not done.   

o Wage scale recommendation has largely informed the work that GOECD 

contracted with NIU regarding cost modeling. Those models have been tweaked 

slightly from the consensus statement to better reflect where we want to see 

the field go. 

Illinois Council for Development Disabilities Report - Kira Hamman, Illinois State University 
(Attachment) 

• Preparing Teachers to Work with Young Children with Special Needs in Illinois:  The 

Illinois Early Childhood Special Education Teacher Preparation Landscape Study  

• Purpose:  Identify gaps and opportunities within the Early Childhood-Special Education 

teacher preparation landscape in Illinois. 

o Early Childhood Education + EC/SPED LA 

o Special Education + EC/SPED LA 

o Early Childhood Education + ECSE 
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• Prior to this study, no earlier study had explored the similarities or variations across 

these pathways at Illinois institutions of higher education, nor how this related to 

preparing teachers for students with special needs in early childhood classrooms. 

• Research Questions 

o What are the existing processional pathways? 

o How are existing professional pathways incorporated? 

o How many teachers have obtained licensure and or letters of approval? 

o How have recent ISBE mandates for ECE programs impacted teacher preparation 

pathways?  

• 27 Four year institutions identified.  11 public and 16 private participated.  

• Articulation:  Majority of institutions doe not accept articulated EC/SPED LA courses.   

o No articulation 15 

o Willing to articulate at least 1-2 courses 7 

• Tracking:  Most EC/SPED LA are tracked through Licensure Office 

o Registrar’s Office 5 

o Licensure Office 18 

o School of Education 2  

• Discussion:  Present Pathways Challenges 

o Articulation 

▪ Need more of this  

▪ Presently, IAI ECE panel has approved 2 that can help 

o Pathway Clarity 

▪ Confusion in accounting creates issues 

▪ Ensuring accurate and aligned institutional counts 

o Study Generalizations  

▪ Unsure of actual inclusive field placements  

▪ More difficult to generalize impact 

Initiatives/Key Highlights from State Partners 

Illinois Department of Human Services 

• Cindy Wall, no report at this time. 
Illinois State Board of Education  

• No report from an ISBE representative is available. 

• Changes from Part 25 have been made and been approved. Cathy Main reported that 
the alternative certification was approved. 

Advocacy Partners, Joyce Weiner and Maria Estlund 

• Advocacy is proposing to the General Assembly a larger state budget for childcare. 
o There has been growth in the caseload and the administration is talking about 

expanding access.  
o Asking for an increase of 150 million dollars in the Early Childhood Block Grant.  

The Illinois State Board of Education has proposed 100 million dollar increase. 
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• Implementing recommendations for GOECD to expand compensation parity.  Need to 
make sure money is put in the funding streams in order for this to happen. 

o Early Intervention will be asking for a 25 million dollar increase to meet increase 
caseload demand and provider reimbursement rates.   

• The Funding Commission consists of individuals specific to early childhood.  The 

Commission has held its first meeting.  Commission recommendations are due to the 

public in January 2021.  The recommendations could be taken into account for the 

budget address in February 2021. 

• The Federal budget could include more than 5 billion Child Care and Development Block 

Grant and 10 billion for Head Start and Early Head Start. 

Teach Plus Survey 

• Josh Kaufman introduces the Teach Plus Initiative. 

• A group of early childhood educators from around Illinois who are Teach Plus Policy 
Fellows, are focusing on the ECE teacher shortage. 

• Interested in the potential for creating an alternative pathway for current classrooms 
teaching assistants with AA degrees to earn BA degrees.  

• Vision is that an alternative pathway would recognize previous work and provide course 
credit. 

• Would like to survey ECE teachers who are not yet lead teachers to learn their thoughts 
about and interest in alternative pathways. 

• Want to make sure not to conflate work credit with PLA (prior learning assessment). 

• See attachment regarding proposed survey. 
 
House Bill Information, Dan Harris INCCRRA  

• 250 million for quality improvement. 

• 193 million for cost of living increase. 

• 100 million for Early Head Start expansion and partnership. 

• New grant for higher education to link higher education reform with state policy.   
 

Next Meetings: April 21, 2020 

  July 21, 2020 
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